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unit of structure, we need for it some special designation.
I have, therefore, proposed to speak of this central part
of the innate disposition which is an instinct as a pro-
pensity-, making use of a good English word used by
many of the older authors in almost this sense.

Under this terminology we recognise in any instinct
of the typical and fully developed kind, a central core,
the propensity (more technically to be called the conative-
affective disposition or, more shortly, the affective dis-
position, or affective core of the instinct), as well as, on
the motor side, some motor mechanism (or complex
system of motor mechanisms in the highly complex
chain-instincts, such as that of the famous Yucca moth *)
through which the conative tendency most readily
expresses itself; and, on the afferent or receptive side, some
. one or more cognitive dispositions by means of which
the animal is able to perceive the objects that evoke and
guide its instinctive striving The cognitive disposition
like the motor mechanism, is in some cases very simple,
and in others very complex and multiple. And it is
of the first importance, for the understanding of the
formation of the sentiments and of all the organisation
of our affective life, that the propensity (the central
affective-conative core of each instinct) seems capable of
functioning in relative independence of both the cognitive
and the motor parts of the total instinctive disposition ;
readily acquiring functional relations with other cognitive
dispositions and with other motor mechanisms than
those with which it is innately and directly linked in the
racial constitution.

And this central core or propensity, having once
attained its full development by a process of spontaneous
maturation, seems to maintain its native properties and
functions relatively unchanged throughout the life of the
creature ; while the cognitive disposition may undergo
very great elaboration and differentiation ; and the motor
mechanisms may (in man to an unlimited extent, but in

1 Cp. the account of the very elaborate chain of processes by means of
which this moth lays its eggs and provides for the nutrition of its grubs,
in my Outline of Psychology.